
October 5, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were 

present.   Pat Pfund representing the Norman County Index was also in attendance.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.   A/T Hanson noted the addition 

of Ditch 17 Hearing, and discussion, investigation regarding the report of an illegal tile pump.  Correspondence 

received in regard to the Opioid Settlement from MN Attorney General, Keith Ellison, as well as mowing at the 

Wimmer Cabins, and Commissioner Hall wanted to discuss further the 2nd Ave parking situation.   Commissioner 

Redland made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if commissioners had read the minutes of the September 7th meeting that were 

submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 7th meeting.   

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if commissioners had read the minutes of the September 16th meeting that were 

submitted electronically.  Chairman Jacobson noted there should be a change on page 2 from Chairman Hall to 

Commissioner Hall.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 16th meeting 

with the correction.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson addressed the board with regard to the mowing at the Wimmer Cabins, stating the individual who had 

been mowing decided he could no longer provide this service due to a change in employment.  She noted that she 

had been trying to find someone to mow, but had also considered whether Kelly would be able to have time or 

otherwise when he was having extra help during beet harvest if that would be a possibility; or would one of her 

staff be able to use the county mower and do this.  Consensus was that A/T Hanson should contact more vendors 

to have the mowing done.   

At 9:15 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with her COVID-19 

update noting that in August 2020 the county had 10 cases, and August 2021 the county had 51 cases.  She also 

noted that the county currently has 60 active cases and has experienced the first hospitalization of someone under 

18.  Director Kjono also noted that the county has seen a number of breakthrough cases, and has a positivity rate 

between 5% & 12%.   

At 9:30 a.m. Mark Christianson, Soil & Water Conservation District Feedlot Officer, addressed the board with 

regard to the County Feedlot Work Plan, noting that there are now 5 sites large enough that permitting goes 

outside the county to the Regional Office.  Mark asked whether the county wanted to continue with having the 

Feedlot Officer, and stated that he would hope to continue providing this service for the county for a few more 

years, this work plan being approved by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for Norman County for the years 

2022 and 2023.  Following some discussion and questions/answers, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to 

approve the Work Plan Agreement with MPCA and Mark Christianson as the County Feedlot Officer.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson then noted the county had received the Delegated County Feedlot Grant Agreement from the MN 

Pollution Control Agency with the term of January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2025, or until all obligations have 

been satisfactorily fulfilled, whichever occurs first.  A/T Hanson noted that this was basically the standard 

agreement that she had been authorized to sign on behalf of Norman County in the past.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Delegated County Feedlot Grant Agreement.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson will sign the grant agreement through DocuSign.   

The next item brought forward by Chairman Jacobson for discussion was the State of Minnesota, Public Safety-

Driver & Vehicle Services Lease which is for the Driver Exam Station that the state hopes to reopen in early 2022.  

After some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve LEASE NO. PS0397 with the 



Department of Public Safety, Driver and Vehicle Services.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

A/T Hanson then brought forward a resolution for Classification of Non-Conservation Land in Relation to Tax-

Forfeited Property, noting that at this time we have only two properties that have not been redeemed.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR-10-05-2021-1 A Resolution for Classification of Non-

Conservation Land in Relation to Tax-Forfeited Property.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on 

roll call vote CR-10-05-2021-1 was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office.   

David Stene, CFO, entered the meeting to give the board an update on the Insurance Committee Meeting that was 

held on October 4, 2021, noting the insurance rates will be increasing for 2022, specifically noting that a single 

policy will increase $61.90 per month.   

At 9:53 Chairman Jacobson called for a 7-minute break to begin the Ditch #6 Hearing at 10:00 a.m. 

At 10:00 a.m. Chairman Jacobson called the meeting back to order.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 

Close the board meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The meeting 

was closed.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to open the County Ditch 6 Hearing.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.  The Ditch 6 Hearing was considered open.  Members of the public present were 

Matthew Sirjord and Perry Skaurud representing SGF Land Holdings who submitted the petition.  County Engineer, 

Keith Berndt, presented his Engineers report and recommendations regarding the County Ditch 6 outlet request.   

Matthew Sirjord addressed the board with concerns as to how flat the area is and adding additional acres to the 

drainage, and who determines when the pump is run or not.  Perry Skaurud addressed the board with their desire 

to tile the 80-acre portion of their property in Section 20 of Bear Park Township that is not assessed into County 

Ditch 6 at the same time they tile the 160 acres of their property in Section 20 that is assessed into County Ditch 6.   

After no further discussion was forthcoming, Commissioner Hall made a motion to close the Ditch #6 hearing.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Jacobson closed the meeting.   

Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to reconvene the regular board meeting.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Jacobson reconvened the regular board meeting and asked 

if commissioners had any comment on the ditch hearing.  Commissioner Bommersbach stated that he was not 

familiar with this particular ditch as it is not in his district so he would like to ask Commissioner Gunderson who 

serves that district for his comments on whether the petition should be allowed or not.  Commissioner Gunderson 

expressed his disappointment that the other members of the Ditch Committee had not attended the hearing.  

Commissioner Gunderson stated that he has concerns with granting the permit due to the lack of slope to Ditch #6.  

Commissioner Gunderson stated that he is not in favor of this.  Consensus of the board was to table the permit at 

this time and it was asked of Mr. Skaurud and Mr. Sirjord to see if they could talk this through and come up with an 

agreeable solution and then come back to a future board meeting.   

At 10:20 a.m. Keith Berndt, Norman County Highway Engineer, presented his agenda to the board.  Engineer 

Berndt began with an Amendment to the DOT Agreement for detour during the Hwy 75 project in 2019.  Engineer 

Berndt explained that the county could show that CSAH 51 experienced added wear during the detour as drivers 

found their own detour and he had addressed this with MnDOT.  At this time he presented Amendment No. 1 to 

MnDOT Contract No. 1033648 which originally encumbered $32,883.88 for the detour, with an amended amount 

encumbered of $14,592.09, for a total obligation of $47,475.97.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve Amendment No 1 to MnDOT Contract No. 1033648.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the agency agreement between Norman County and MnDOT, 

which would allow for MnDOT to act as Norman County’s agent in accepting federal aid in connection with the 

above referenced project.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR-10-05-2021-2, A Resolution 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 161.36, the Commissioner of Transportation be appointed as Agent of Norman 

County to accept as its agent, federal aid funds for eligible transportation related projects.  Commissioner 



Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 5 yays and 0 nays and the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the ordering of 2 new snow plow trucks, one would likely arrive in 

2022 and the other would likely arrive in 2023.  A Mack truck was quoted at the State Bid for $119,983 for one 

delivered in 2022 and $121,83 for one delivered in 2023.  International truck was bid at $114,130 from Nelson 

International.  The trucks to be replaced would be a 2007 Sterling and a 2010 Mack.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve purchase of two International trucks from Nelson International.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was an update on the proposed County Highway Building.  Engineer Berndt addressed 

the board with regard to the updated cost estimate he had received from the design firm for the Highway Building.  

He recommended the board start the process needed to go through to issue bonds including holding a public 

hearing and noted he had shared this information with David Stene, CFO, in order that he could receive detailed 

analysis from the bond consultant.  After lengthy discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach asked again to have the 

architect attend a board meeting, specifically the 1st meeting in November, to share information on the design of 

the building as well as projected cost to build and also projected costs on operating the building once constructed.  

Commissioner Bommersbach stated he felt this information was important to know before entertaining the idea of 

having public meetings or a public hearing on bonding for such a project.   

At 11:10 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the board with regard to the Enterprise Lease Program.  Also present 

for this portion of the meeting were Nancy Rhen, Interim Social Services Director, Jill Murray, Assessor, Garry 

Johanson, ESO, and Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer.  Mr. Stene noted that he had called a meeting with 

Department Heads that have county vehicles, and those who were able to attend the meeting were in favor of 

using the Enterprise Leasing Program.  CFO Stene, noted that he was in favor of using the Enterprise Program for 

budgeting purposes.  He also noted that leasing 20 vehicles over a 5-year period is not a hindrance to the county, 

as projections over the next 4 years would definitely meet the 20-vehicle status.  After hearing input from several 

Dept Heads in attendance, the consensus was that the board would like to have an Enterprise person come to a 

future meeting.  CFO Stene will work on this.   

At 11:35 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, asked the board if they had any concerns for him to address as he had 

nothing to report at this time.  He hasn’t had time to look into the proposed Opioid Settlement and will bring that 

to the next meeting.   

At 11:40 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the board with a discussion on the Planning Commission and future 

retirees.  Mr. Johanson noted that currently there are 10 members as Greg Slotten has retired, and he is thinking 

there will be additional resignations in the next couple of years.  He is bringing this forward at this time to begin 

the dialogue of whether or not to reduce the number of members from 11 to 7.   

Mr. Johanson also provided the board with information on recyclable material market changes and supply side 

inflationary costs.  He noted that Fosston, due to staffing shortages, is unable to extract and sell various grades of 

plastic to capitalize on the higher revenues paid at market.  They have been consistently short 3-6 people in MRF 

over CY2021.   

Mr. Johanson also brought forward information on SSTS Projects and grant allocations through the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency and the Board of Water and Soil Resources, noting that Norman County has been 

allocated about $47,000 for 2022.   

Chairman Jacobson asked if commissioners had the opportunity to review the bills that were submitted 

electronically.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented:   

Revenue - $210,459.65  Road & Bridge - $119,695.37  County Building - $32,139.41 

County EDA - $95.00  Public Health - $2,595.62   County Ditch - $9,787.12  

TOTAL - $374,772.17   Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



At 11:50 a.m. Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


